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Covering two-thirds of Africa, drylands are home to 250 million pastoralists and agro-
pastoralists and are vital for the food security, livelihoods, and the ecological diversity they
support.

Drylands in the Horn of Africa and elsewhere in Africa face severe challenges, including
climatic fluctuations, resource scarcity, and socio-political pressures that threaten the food
security and livelihoods of pastoralist communities that live in them.

Often described as harsh and unproductive, drylands provide a wide range of benefits
including, among others, environmental services, agriculture and extensive livestock
production, tourism and natural resource products, and ecosystem services. Pastoralism,
revolving around livestock production, is well-adapted to dryland ecosystems and provides
livelihoods for almost 80 million people in the Greater Horn of Africa.

Overcoming the critical challenges facing pastoralist communities requires innovative
science — of communities as well as scholars — integrated research for development,
effective partnerships, inclusive dialogue and robust pathways for knowledge and innovation
to be communicated, taken up and lead to outcomes.

Above all, facing climate change, insecurity, environmental shocks and economic
uncertainty, a new narrative is needed to give impetus and direction to policies and
interventions so they better account for the specific contexts and complexity of drylands and
build upon the adaptive capacities of pastoral systems.

Involving development partners and investors, governments, civil society actors, pastoral
associations, policy and research organizations, this two-day dialogue on ‘Building the
Resilience and Prosperity of Pastoralists and Dryland Communities’ was convened by
three research for policy and practice institutions: the IGAD Centre for Pastoral Areas and
Livestock Development (ICPALD), the Jameel Observatory for Food Security Early Action,
and the Supporting Pastoralism and Agriculture in Recurrent and Protracted Crises (SPARC)
programme.

The conference offered a mix of sessions with presentations, plenary and panel
discussions, space for audience interaction and showcased case studies, findings and good
practices. Together, the sessions were designed to highlight: 1) pathways to prosperity and
resilience for drylands and pastoralists; 2) advancing dryland’s futures through innovation
and technology; and 3) investing in and delivering for dryland people.



Objectives

® Reframe narratives and policies around pastoralism, seeing them as pathways to
prosperity, and calling for actions that better reflect their dynamism and resilience in
the face of complex challenges such as drought, insecurity and climate change.

® Critically discuss emerging insights, evidence and lessons to inform policies and other
actions to build the resilience of drylands, rangelands and pastoralist communities.

® Facilitate collaboration and partnerships and strengthen the capacities of institutions
and communities in dryland regions.

® Connect current work to upcoming milestone events, including the 2026 International
Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP) and the United Nations Convention to
Combat Desertification COP17 conference in Mongolia.

After an opening session on ‘new narratives, new impetus for drylands and pastoralism’, day
one explored new evidence around dryland and pastoralist systems, with strong emphasis
on anticipatory action, risk, early warning systems and community-led resilience.

Day two topics explored food price trends in the region, rangeland health, climate finance,
improving the accessibility and use of data, land tenure systems and opportunities to
enhance capacities in dryland regions.

A poster display was organized on both days and during the reception in the evening of day
one.




Opening Plenary: Building the Resilience and Prosperity of
Pastoralists and Dryland Communities

Welcome remarks were provided by:

e Dr Tahira Mohamed, Tahira Mohamed, Regional Engagement Lead, Jameel
Observatory for Food Security Early Action

e Prof Geoff Simm, Head of the Division of Global Agriculture and Food Systems,
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, University of Edinburgh
Dr Guy Jobbins, Executive Director, SPARC Consortium
Dr Dereje Wakjira, Director, ICPALD

After opening remarks by HE Mohamed Abdi Ware, Deputy Executive Secretary of IGAD,
the event was opened by Mr Ambrose Lore Ekunoit, Acting Secretary, State Department of
ASALs and Regional Development of the Republic of Kenya.

Thereafter, a keynote address on ‘New Narratives, New Impetus for Drylands and
Pastoralism’ was given by Dr Emmanuel Seck, Director of ENDA Energie.
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Opening remarks - HE Mohamed Abdi Ware

Let me start by acknowledging the efforts of the
organizers of this important conference, which draws our
attention to the critical topic of “pastoral prosperity and
dryland resilience”. Second, | wish to thank the
government of the Republic of Kenya for generously
hosting this important gathering in this beautiful city of
Nairobi.

Your presence here today is not only a demonstration of
your commitment to the topic of arid and semi-arid areas
that constitutes about 70% of our economies in the
region, but also the need to discuss issues facing
pastoral and agro-pastoral communities, which
predominantly inhabit the drylands.

The arid and semi-arid areas, despite their wealth and
potentials, have been largely characterized by crisis,
humanitarian efforts and unproductive.

Yet, the fact is that dryland areas have huge economic potential and offer significant
ecological and cultural contributions, through production of high-value natural resources,
fibers, animals and crops for food security, and areas of significant cultural heritage and
endemic biodiversity. What we may just need is to drive the positive narrative and show case
evidence that bring strategic investments to this region.

IGAD’s commitment to sustainable development of dryland is demonstrated by the
establishment of the IGAD Center for Pastoral Areas and Livestock Development (ICPALD)
and the regional program called ‘IGAD Drought Disaster Resilience and Sustainability
Initiative (IDDRSI)’. Our contribution as Intergovernmental Authority on Development to the
challenges of the drylands and pastoralism includes:

. Establishing innovative frameworks for valuing pastoralism and dryland economies to
inform planning, policy making and advocacy

. Create impactful gender mainstreaming throughout policy and project cycles through
ensuring gender equality, gender-sensitive planning, analysis and implementation.

. Developing sustainable land and water management practices and increasing
productivity, resilience for increased productivity, resilience and community
empowerment

. Addressing negative impacts of degradation, water scarcity and drought-related
challenges through long term sustainable techniques for greater impact

. strengthening early warning systems for anticipatory action through use of digital
technology

. Contribute to bridging the gap between policy and practice and resolve policy

disconnects through evidence-based data and information, continuous learning and
adoption of tested models and best practices



As you will be discussing during those two days, | would like to share with you some of the
key priorities we are thinking about to contribute to the future pathways of our drylands and
pastoralism:

. Building resilience and sustainable ways of natural resource management

. Promotion of diversified economic opportunities and access to resources, markets
and finance

. Strengthen rangeland and resource governance, and improving access to pastoral
markets, infrastructure and services.

. Maintain an integrated approach to sustainably address risks, conflict and climate
hazards.

As you are aware, research and evidence are foundational to effective policy development
and is key for planning, decision making and for addressing our transboundary development
challenges.

This important dialogue will for sure result in new narratives and evidence around dryland
and pastoral systems, especially those narratives that consider the current challenge of
climate change.

It is also expected that the debate will be informed by rich insights from governments,
regional institutions and organizations working on research. Through this, | am sure you will
be able to chart prosperous and sustainable future pathways for drylands and pastoralism.

Thank you for your participation and attention
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Opening remarks - Mr Ambrose Lore Ekunoit

It is a great honour to accept your invitation and to join
you today in officially opening this vital workshop, which
focuses on strengthening the Resilience and Prosperity
of Pastoralists and Dryland Communities. | commend
the conveners — ICPALD, the Jameel Observatory, and
the SPARC programme for bringing together such a
diverse and dedicated group of stakeholders. This
gathering is not just another meeting in a city hotel, but a
time for deep reflections by researchers, renewal, and
resolution by policy influencers.

Drylands: Are Strategic National Assets

Kenya’s drylands are often misunderstood. Yet they
cover 80% of our landmass, support millions of
livelihoods, and are home to rich cultures and resilient
ecosystems. These landscapes are not marginal—they
are strategic national assets. Pastoralism, deeply rooted
in these regions, is a dynamic, adaptive, and forward-looking system that contributes to food
security, economic growth, and ecological balance.

Last year, the pastoralist leadership and policymakers gathered in Wajir. That event marked
a turning point in Kenya's policy dialogue. It has turned the leadership resolutions into
government action, currently coordinated by the State Department of ASAL and Regional
Development. This policy dialogue builds effectively on the momentum of the 4th Pastoralist
Leadership Summit, held in Wajir last December. That summit made bold resolutions,
including the protection and restoration of rangelands, preventing dryland degradation, and
safeguarding pastoralist livelihoods.

These commitments reflect a growing recognition that resilience and prosperity in drylands
must be built on community agency, secure land rights, and sustainable resource
management.

Why this policy dialogue matters

Over the next two days, during this workshop, international drylands experts will gather to
explore:

Pathways to prosperity and resilience for drylands and pastoralists,
Advancing dryland futures through innovation and technology,
And investing in and delivering for dryland people.

These themes are not merely theoretical - they are urgent and actionable. They directly
address the challenges we encounter in Kenya'’s drylands: drought, insecurity, climate
change, and underinvestment.

I am particularly encouraged by the conference’s objectives: To reframe narratives and
policies around pastoralism as a pathway to prosperity, To critically discuss emerging



evidence and lessons for policy and practice, To facilitate collaboration and strengthen the
capacities of institutions and communities,

This conference provides a valuable platform for linking our national efforts to global
milestones, such as the 2026 International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists and the
UNCCD COP17 in Mongolia.

These objectives align closely with the Government of Kenya'’s priorities under the ASAL
Policy Framework and our commitment to inclusive, climate-resilient development.

Let this workshop serve as a platform for bridging research and policy, amplifying pastoralist
voices, and co-creating solutions that are locally led, evidence-based, and globally relevant.
As we move forward, let us remember: no community should be left behind in these
conversations, and no rangeland should be left and lost to degradation.

In conclusion, | would like to thank all participants for their dedication to strengthening
pastoralism, dryland economies, and building resilient pastoralist communities. Please take
the time to engage fully, collaborate boldly, and leave this workshop with renewed energy
and a shared purpose on Building the Resilience and Prosperity of Pastoralists and Dryland
Communities.
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Keynote address — Dr Emmanuel Seck

During our five-plus-year journey, | remain convinced that
each of us can write is own story with SPARC. And
better, many have been touched by the stories,
testimonies, and narratives of the people we have met
throughout the Sahel, the Horn of Africa and other
regions.

These regions are drylands where populations are
exposed to the negative impact of natural and human-
induced disasters such as drought, floods, water scarcity
and conflicts which threaten the agriculture and pastoral
production systems and livelihoods of vulnerable
communities. The livelihoods of an important portion of
the African population are tied to these drylands, primarily
through pastoralism, cropping, and agroforestry, though
poverty and environmental degradation are significant
challenges.

To contribute to a paradigm shift for the resilience of populations and ecosystems, prosperity
and peace, SPARC and partners have deployed research to fill knowledge gaps and
produce evidence to help poor and vulnerable people cope with crises and meet their basic
needs.

The SPARC initiative is not only a question of research or resilience but also a question of
HUMANITY, JUSTICE and EQUITY towards populations who experience double
vulnerability, namely climate change and conflicts.

This is in full compliance with the second principle of the United Nations universal values,
which is to "leave no one behind."

Furthermore, we should understand that more than just an environmental issue, climate
change is actually a prominent topic in the agenda of the international debate. So it may be
seen as a very political issue, if not geopolitical.

Through research, SPARC has:

. Raised awareness of the links between climate change, conflict and sustainability
issues;

. Strengthened political dialogue on pastoralism, development, humanitarian aid,
conflicts, cross-border issues, etc.

. Influenced policies, processes (GGA, Declaration on Climate, Relief, Recovery and
Peace, etc.), humanitarian and climate thinking frameworks

. Carried out actions at the community level to strengthen their resilience.

During our journey, we were able to realize that beyond the aforementioned challenges,
drylands can seem like a paradox because they are full of riches and opportunities.

. These lands are provided with transboundary river basins, the most important of
which are the Niger (11 countries), the Senegal (4 countries), the Volta (6 countries),
Lake Chad (8 countries), the Nile (11 countries).
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. Biodiversity is richer than sometimes thought in drylands, and both farmers and
pastoralists take an intense interest in natural diversity
. In drylands beyond prosperity there is SOLIDARITY

We also learned during this journey that:

. Traditional and innovative practices, such as drought-resistant crops, water
harvesting, and agroforestry, are used to build resilience.

. Nomadic and migratory movements are crucial for livestock owners to access
temporary resources during climatically unstable periods.

. A shift towards decentralized governance and community-level initiatives is

necessary to address the specific challenges of dryland regions.

Today, with SPARC, we have not reached the end of a journey; we have simply reached an
important milestone, where we must take time to reinvent ourselves in light of the global
geopolitical context and the challenges of all kinds that our populations are facing.

. Decrease of international aid by 9 to 17% in 2025 compared to 2024, a year that had
already seen a decline after five consecutive years of increases (OECD)

. Decrease of humanitarian aid by more than 40%

. Major budget cuts have been announced in several donor countries: a quarter in

Belgium, more than a third in France, the United Kingdom, and the Netherlands, and
up to 83% in the United States, where USAID was abruptly dismantled.

We must further support populations and countries to improve their access to financing,
particularly climate finance, and to better direct investments. And "the best investments align
closely with the socio-ecological logic of dryland systems and are suited to the complex,
shifting realities of fragile and conflict-affected settings. Without this grounding in lived
reality, development is at risk of inadvertently becoming extractive, exclusionary, and
unsustainable."

We should strengthen cross-border cooperation with regional intergovernmental institutions
as well as programs such as the GGW, the Regional Project to Support Pastoralism in the
Sahel, etc.

And engage in spaces for dialogue, climate diplomacy, etc. to share our findings.

However, after all the work done, we can say together that we have accomplished
something by improving understanding and knowledge about pastoralism and agriculture in
countries affected by conflict.

After all, every action deserves consideration because “little drops make the river”. And
SPARC has contributed to the river flowing.



Advancing locally led early and anticipatory actions in
drylands

Session moderator Nelly Maonde (START Network)
introduced the session and its focus on approaches and
strategies to foster and reinforce locally-led early and
anticipatory actions (AA). Following the four short
presentations, the audience was asked to reflect in table
groups on the policy and practice implications of taking
locally led actions seriously, identifying any specific actions
that need to be taken.

Key insights presented:

» Pastoralists use different pathways to predict
crises, typically combining indigenous/local
knowledge as well as information from formal
(‘scientific’) predictions — “knowledge is not binary
for pastoralists.”

» Anticipatory actions should avoid thinking of binary knowledge at local level — in
reality, the more knowledge sources pastoralists can draw from the better for them.

* For AA to strengthen ownership and local resilience it needs to be embedded
within existing community infrastructure. AA practitioners should work with local
structures and institutions while tapping into the resources that exist locally.

* There is a willingness among local communities to invest their own resources in
early actions, as long as they are involved in planning, designing and implementing
interventions. Community action planning is one tool that can enable this as it
enables community members to take agency.

* Local governments and communities are already doing AA but they often just don'’t
call it that. If we can avoid AA jargon and overcome our aversion to informality, we
can provide more meaningful support for AA-related/adjacent activities that already
take place.

» Social protection needs to account for traditional ways in which pastoralists cope
with shocks — principles of solidarity and reciprocity are often ignored while
individualistic targeting is prioritized.

» Targeting social protection takes reductionist understanding of shocks typically
focusing on one event such as drought while traditional forms of social assistance
account for other losses such as cattle raiding/rustling.

Main points of discussion or debate:

There was consensus around all these points — the point was also made that many of these
are also known, so what prevents them being followed:
* Policy development: move from consultation to co-creation.
*  Co-funding by communities is important.
* Promote dialogue and coordination of all the actions/actors.
» Develop multi stakeholder partnerships for grassroots inclusion.
*  We (development actors) need to be in listening mode and leave our preconceived
ideas behind.
* We need to find ways to fund activities that don’t undermine community initiatives.
Government also has responsibility to fund local government.
*  Coming up with something that’s undefined and flexible does not imply it will lack
accountability.
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Implications for policy, practice and research:

Listen: We need to look at what people are already doing to anticipate events ranging
from community level/grassroots to local government. Act and communicate in
participatory ways that avoid jargon of AA. Just because something is not called AA
does not mean it is not being undertaken.

Let us capitalize on local resources rather than creating parallel systems, recognizing
that people are also willing to invest their own resources.

We must overcome our own biases and simplified notions around formality versus
informality, indigenous versus scientific, etc. Communities and their representatives
do not conceive the world in these ways and rigid binary perspectives get in the way
of meaningful engagement.

Some take-away messages by the moderator:

Let us recognize and appreciate that communities and other local actors are already
doing AA. It is not new to them though they may not use our terminology.

Let us engage with communities, their knowledge, and their local and informal
ecosystems of actors so we are embedded in what they do

Locally, informal mechanisms and relationships are very important and working with
and through these forces us to innovate and learn and adapt

Communities don’t think in binary ways, let us also think ‘together.’

Speakers and presentations:

Tahira Mohamed: Why social protection programmes should learn from local
solidarities and moral economy practices.

Magda Nassef: Local government led anticipatory action: Lessons from Mali and
Uganda.

Jannie Nielsen: Locally-led Anticipatory Action and Adaptation Through Community
Action Planning (CAP) in Ethiopia: From Research to Action.

George Tsitati: Intestines to Radio Signals: Informing Locally Led Anticipatory Action
in Drylands of the Horn of Africa.

More: session report | video recording

Dryland Commui
1# - 2 October
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https://jameelobservatory.org/cop6-locally-led/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dk8kLY6D5Lw

Approaches and innovations to reduce risks in fragile and
conflict-affected situations

How well do externally introduced innovations support
household and community resilience? Do locally developed
innovations result in greater adoption and resilience?

Moderated by Rupsha Banerjee (ILRI), this session discussed
which reducing-risk innovations in drylands have had the
greatest impact and why.

Key insights presented:

The session showed that innovation in pastoral systems
is not just about technology but also about processes, .
governance, and social change. Case studies—from I ]
digital tools like AfriScout to livestock vaccination programs delivered using a gender
lens—demonstrated that locally co-created innovations can improve decision-
making, equity, and adaptation. This broadens the understanding of innovation
beyond technological solutions to include community-led and context-specific
processes.

Main points of discussion or debate:

Speakers debated what truly qualifies as innovation—new technology versus
reimagined local practices—and whether the focus on scalability overlooks small but
effective grassroots solutions. There was general agreement on the importance of
partnership and co-creation, though questions remained about how to achieve scale
and profitability from a business perspective without losing local relevance.

Implications for policy, practice and research:

Policies should recognize pastoralists as co-creators of innovation, not passive
recipients. Practitioners should embed participatory and gender-transformative
approaches early in program design. Researchers should develop frameworks that
better capture informal and locally-embedded innovations.

12



Some take-away messages:

+ Effective innovation must be relevant, accessible, flexible, and rooted in community
priorities. Partnership, co-creation, and participatory methods are essential for
adoption and lasting impact.

Speakers and presentations:
* Geoffrey Lelenguyah: Harnessing the power or participatory approaches to facilitate
locally led climate adaptation in Northern Kenya
* Miguel Uribe: Targeting individuals or communities? Learnings from AfriScout to
improve pastoralist well-being
* Milcah Asamba: Women Economic Empowerment as a Pathway to Innovation
« Peter Awin: Business and Process Innovation — CowTribe.

More: Video recording



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AD2Fv7NM4mc

Capacitating dryland resilience and early action

Moderated by Alan Duncan (University of Edinburgh), the
session began with two framing presentations — by Rahma
Hassan (Center for Research and Development in Drylands)
and Bilach Jimale (on behalf of Jarso Mokku, Drylands
Learning and Capacity Building Initiative) — exploring the types
of capacities demanded across dryland and pastoralist
contexts, from community to political levels. Intended to help
understand the nature of the ‘demand’, these were followed by
a short introduction to the Dryland Futures Academy (DFA) by
Geoff Simm (University of Edinburgh) and then by several
short presentations illustrating different approaches to capacity
development.

Rahma Hassan introduced a ‘building resilience from below’
project of the CRDD that aims to enhancing local knowledge
and institutions for flexible, adaptive management, deploy
diverse skills and practices, and fostering relations,
connections, and networks.

Bilach Jimale called for a conceptual shift from technical skills
to leadership ecosystems, so that pastoralist leaders are
empowered through leadership development, governance, and
strategic vision, and leadership as change architects.

Reacting to these ‘demands’, Simm introduced the Dryland
Futures Academy as a collaborative opportunity to enhance
capacities in this area. He introduced its four learning
pathways — dryland leadership, continuing education,
academic and formal education, and community skills sharing
— and how the subsequent presenters touched on these.

Amanda Grossi’s presentation showed how an extension curriculum has been adapted to
meet the needs of dryland livestock keepers [more information]; Rashid Warsame introduced
work to develop a ‘pastoralism and planetary health’ online course [more information];
Jackson Wachira reported on a drylands summer school for early career researchers held
earlier in 2025 [more information]; and Tahira Mohamed shared her ideas for an early
career/dryland scholars network.

Complementing these Academy-related initiatives, Rosie Herrington illustrated how
veterinary paraprofessionals can be reached and their capacities enhanced through a co-
created online course.

Following this session, and building on these discussions, the session organizers were
pleased to announce a drylands capacity development agreement with the Kenya School of
Government as well as the formation of an early career network.

Speakers and presentations

e Rahma Hassan: Building resilience from below: Exploring local constructs of
‘Resilience’ in the face of chronic uncertainty in the Drylands.
e Jarso Mokku: Rethinking Pastoralist and Dryland Capacity Building: Resilience from
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https://drylandfutures.org/
https://drylandfutures.org/crmae-livestock/
https://drylandfutures.org/garissa-drylands-curriculum/
https://drylandfutures.org/2025-summerschool/
https://drylandfutures.org/ksg-collaboration-agreement/
https://drylandfutures.org/ksg-collaboration-agreement/
https://drylandfutures.org/ecr-group/

Above.

e Geoff Simm: Introducing the Dryland Futures Academy: Strengthening capacities for
food security early action in East Africa.

e Amanda Grossi: Building enduring capacity for resilience in the drylands: Extension
curricula for livestock systems.

e Rosie Herrington: Collaborating to improve last-mile animal health service delivery
through para-professionals.

e Tahira Mohamed: Drylands and pastoralism scholar network.

Jackson Wachira: Learnings from the Drylands Summer School February 2025.

e Rashid Warsame: Co-developing a short course on pastoralism and planetary health.

More: Session report | video recording



https://jameelobservatory.org/cop6-capacities
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IXErNHMeKYY

Climate finance in conflict and fragile settings: Insights
from country case studies

Despite their acute vulnerability to climate change, conflict-affected
and fragile countries remain largely excluded from significant
climate finance flows. Moderated by Manisha Gulati (ODI Global),
this session drew from SPARC research and advisory work on the
barriers and opportunities for accessing and using climate finance
effectively.

Following a framing presentation by Yue Cao (ODI Global) on key
lessons and enabling factors, a panel of experts, below, commented
on key questions and issues.

* Abdullahi Khalif, NDC Partnership, Somalia
* Emmanuel Seck, ENDA Energie

*  Guyo Malicha Roba, ICPALD

e Muthoni Nduhiu, African Development Bank
* Nasra Hussein Abdi, Ground Truth Solutions
* Isaiah Sciford, Norwegian Refugee Council

Key insights presented:

* There is a conflict blind-spot in climate finance which neglects fragility and conflict.
This is demonstrated through those most vulnerable countries and those most
vulnerable within countries receiving the least climate finance. This is compounded
through climate finance architecture design being unsuitable for fragile and conflict
affected settings and as such they are not well-represented in international treaties
and agreements. There is a cost of implementing climate finance is fragile and
conflict affected settings but at the same time the cost of inaction is ever-growing.

* In Somalia, between 2018-2022, US$ 356 million was received annually as climate
finance. almost 50% of this went to “others” and emergency response as opposed to
adaptation activities. Therefore the NDC has been reviewed to re-prioritise towards
adaptation activities.

*  Groups such as BRCIS could not wait for development funding and climate finance —
instead they have advocated for action now with the communities which they have a
long-term relationship with. They recommend the sector starts working now with what
resources are available, closely with communities, because if are waiting for climate
finance will be waiting a long time.

* Global financing is based on a commitment which is not always needs based. The
needs are far ahead of the commitment. The global system and the local realities are
very different. Climate change is a problem without a passport and so we need to
update planning and coordination to create regional and global agreements. In
addition, climate financing is based on data which cannot always be ascertained to a
specific context due to poor data.

* We need a functioning private sector to fill the gap between public funding and the
situation on the ground. For fragile countries, the private sector is averse to investing
in the climate sector due to real and perceived risks. Only 3% of climate financing is
going to climate adaptation and this is a challenge.
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Main points of discussion or debate:

“Without the foundation to stand on, recovery is not possible” — climate finance is
needed more than ever before.

Need to consider resilience, not just the short-term risk but also the long-term risk.
Need to consider fragility also at a community level not just at a national level e.g.
robust traditional coping mechanisms in Somalia.

Communities are tired of short-term cycles and humanitarian intervention. They want
to see a significant shift in funding to long-term interventions to break the cycle of
crisis.

Scarcity of climate finance is clear. Mobilising global climate finance is very difficult
and the climate action window of the African Development Bank aims to help
member states access these funds.

Some take-away messages:

There is a conflict blind-spot in climate finance which neglects fragility and conflict
There is a cost of implementing climate finance in fragile and conflict affected
settings but at the same time the cost of inaction is ever-growing.

Evidence and research is central to producing change.

Climate change is a problem without a passport and so we need to update planning
and coordination to create regional and global agreements.

Engaging the private sector in climate finance is important.

We need to start working now with what resources are available, closely with
communities, because if wait for accessible climate finance, the wait will be long.

Speakers and presentations:

Yue Cao: Climate Finance in Conflict and Fragile Settings

More: Video recording



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6oq-nTqvExw

Collective tenure rights: A roadmap for the greater Horn of
Africa
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opportunities in the region.
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Key insights presented:

+ Collective land tenure is a resilience enabler as it offers flexibility for water and
pasture access.

* Competing interests put pressure on and challenge collective land tenure and there
is a need for striking the balance.

* Economic arguments used for other interests to get rights over pastoralists.

* Secure tenure can be indicated by formalized rights of grazing and livestock corridor,
social cohesion (e.g., status of shared identity), local norms and rules, perception of
assurance, and perception towards relationship with others.

18



Main points of discussion or debate:

* Registering community lands is contentious as it implies fixation where pastoralism
requires flexibility to access other lands when needed.

* Recognition, registration and protection.

» Some antagonistic policies exist for example where SDG recognizes land rights as a
private property, while other policies identify land rights as collective.

* The need for livelihood diversification requires private land rights for cropping.

* Power dynamics/relations such as who is got more/less rights (e.g. rights of
marginalized groups) in the community is not reflected in the discussions. While
securing rights, policies come with operations and processes that disproportionately
benefit those with higher capacities or have access to information.

Implications for policy, practice and research:

* Understanding the complexity and balancing the competing interests is critical to

secure tenure rights.
* Progress in the implementation of the enacted legislations and strategies is still

limited.
Some take-away messages:

+ Operationalization is still limited despite progress in enacting many strategies and
legislations by the countries in the region.

« Differentiating between the right to the land itself (ownership) and rights to the
resources (access) in that land is critical.

* Increased recognition for pastoral systems and their equitable rights.

Speakers and presentations:
* Natasha Maru: Indicators for pastoralist land tenure security

» Oliver Wasonga: Collective Tenure Rights: A roadmap for the Greater Horn of Africa.

More: Video recording
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yKl6RFyKCY8

Enhancing forecasting and earth observation data and
applications for drylands

Recent combinations of advanced earth observation
sensors and investments in remote surveillance and
forecast models have led to fast changes in data
availability and forecasting products. This session
highlighted some of those advances and their implications
for early warning and early action in the drylands.

Moderator Maurine Ambani (World Food Programme)
introduced the session, framing the roles of earth
observation data and forecasting in the humanitarian
space, especially with regards to anticipatory action.

She asked the audience to consider three questions: How
does this research on EO support anticipatory actions in
the drylands; what essential information do these types of
EO-based solutions miss; and are there some key
synergies emerging that link research on EO with other
early action agendas?

The session comprised four short research presentations followed by audience interaction
and closing summaries with a panel comprising Eugene Kayijamahe (IGAD Climate
Prediction and Applications Centre), Vivianne Meta (LocatelT Ltd) and Maurine Ambani.

Key insights presented:

EO drought index design shows promise but lacks clear trigger mechanisms to link
triggers to actions and react fast to shocks.

* We need continuous co-learning to understand compound risks and cascading
impacts associated with drought, moving from crisis response to opportunity creation.

* Ground truthing is critical to address mismatches between satellite data and local
conditions, particularly for identifying vegetation types valuable for livestock.

* EO alone is insufficient — it must integrate with deep place-based knowledge of
natural resources and environmental changes.

» Timely surface water information and water mapping capabilities are adv